
 
BTCM Uganda Internship Summer 2019 

 

Who is Bless the Children Ministries: BTCM mission is to be the love of Christ to Uganda’s orphaned and 

vulnerable children equipping them to become authentic Godly leaders that transform generations.  

Please visit, and direct others to our webpage for updates and more info:    

www.BTCM.org and Follow us on Facebook:  Bless The Children Ministries 

 

Why Internships? We have a compelling and strategic opportunity to impact Uganda and help others follow Jesus 

through BTCM internships. In line with this vision, is our heart to have American interns serve alongside our 

Ugandan staff and invest in the spiritual growth of BTCM children. We have seen the interns faith grow and be 

challenged as they show the love of Christ and we have seen our children filled with hope, grow in their spiritual 

journey, and experience healing individual attention.   

 

Who? Serving with BTCM is a very strenuous, difficult, emotionally challenging experience. It is not for everyone, 

and interns will be decided based off of applications, references, and personal interviews.  Interns will be in a remote 

area, living a completely different lifestyle than anything you have experienced before.  Everything about being an 

intern pulls you out of your comfort zone.  In addition, you will be working hands on with children who have been 

severely neglected, abused, and abandoned. Therefore, applicants need to have completed at least the freshman year 

of college and be at least 18 years of age.  Preference will be given to more educated and experienced individuals.  

  

Internship Date: June 4-July 15 (Exact Dates TBA) 

 

Cost:  

$1,250 for all in-country costs 

$2,500 for airfare 

 

Important Dates:  

Application scanned and emailed to intern@btcm.org and mailed to Marsha Baker, 9340 S. 95th E. Place, Tulsa, OK 

74133 by October 5 

Interviews will be conducted after applications turned in and interns decided by October 28 

$500 Deposit due if accepted by December 15 

$2500 in account by February 15 

Total Trip Donation due by April 15  

 

Mandatory Training Dates- There will be mandatory training.  We will discuss training dates during interviews. 

Please note, if you cannot attend training, you cannot be a BTCM intern.   Tentative: Dec. 15 & March 15-16 

 

*Communication Note: 

Communication with the US will be limited.  Texting regularly will not be an option, however, there will be an intern 

text message to parents 1-2 times a week.  You will only have internet access 2-3 times a week.   Signing this 

application means you agree to the terms of the Texting and Media Policy at the end of this document.  

 

Support Letters- We will provide you with a sample “Mission Support Letter” that includes vital ministry and 

mission information.  We recommend that you follow that format.  We recommend that you send out letters not only 

so others will partner with us financially, but for prayer support as well.  It is important that we have a large prayer 

team that will pray for us and before and during the trip!  We will also provide you with “Support Cards” that should 

be mailed out with each support letter and we will set you up with a link so people can donate to you online.  
*Note:  Personal names cannot appear on the check memo for the donation to be tax deductible.  We ask that the “Mission Support Donation 

Card,” be sent in with all checks.  This form can be found attached to the sample “Mission Support Letter” and a support card should be 

included and mailed out with each letter.     

mailto:intern@btcm.org


 

Checks need to be made out to: Bless the Children Ministries, Memo: BTCM Trip  

Please mail all checks to: BTCM, PO Box 1597, Tulsa, OK 74101 or you can click the donate button on the website 

and pay online. All funds and donations to BTCM are tax deductible.  

 

Questions?   Contact: Jesus Christ, Missions Director, pray 

Marsha Baker, BTCM US Coordinator, Marsha@BTCM.org, 918.161.1248  

 

5 Reasons to be a BTCM Intern 
 

 

5. You will have SO MUCH FUN. 

Seriously. What is better than living with a couple hundred cute little people (I’m talking about the kids…)? It is so 

fun! There is always a game to play, a rope to jump, and a craft to be made. There is a baby that needs to be held and 

a little one that just has to play with your hair. There is never a dull moment around BTCM! 

 

 

4. You will visit a totally different world. 

As soon as you step off the plane it hits you. That feeling that you are in a different place then you've ever been 

before. It’s hard to describe but it’s a combination of the weather, the smells, the sounds, and the people. You just 

know that you are in a totally different world than the one you're used to. This is both exciting and very scary! The 

cultural differences between you and your new Ugandan friends will be puzzling and at times very funny. You’ll see 

five men riding on a tiny motorcycle and there are literally animals everywhere. There are cows in the street, chickens 

in houses, and goats on cars. 

 

 

3. You will try all sorts of new things that you never thought you would ever do. 

Ever eaten rice twenty days in a row? Ever washed clothes by hand? Ever taken the shower with a bucket of water? 

Ever lived in a home with 60 children? Ever gone to church for five hours? Ever helped cook for 200? Ever given 

clothes to a child that has never owned a new shirt? Ever taken a child on her first car ride? Ever prayed with 

someone who has never given their life to Jesus? Ever delivered a mattress to a child that has never had a bed? Ever 

discipled someone? You will do things you never thought you were capable of and it will be so wonderful. 

 

 

2. You will learn what it means to have childlike faith. 

I can promise you that the first time you see a church full of orphaned children raising their hands to worship God you 

will never be the same. These kids are a living testament to the faithfulness and goodness of our God. Even the 

youngest worship Him with their whole hearts and it is the most beautiful thing you will ever see. 

 

 

1. You will never be the same. 

That’s the thing about BTCM, it changes you. The relationships you build and the memories you make will stay with 

you forever. Your heart will be different. You will experience the bigness and the majesty and the power of God like 

you never have before. You will come home and your world view will be different than it was before. Suddenly 

things that you put value in are no longer valuable and things that seemed so far away will now be part of your life. 

No longer will you look at a picture of a hungry child and think “Wow, that’s sad. I wish I could do something” and 

move on. You will know that YOU CAN DO SOMETHING. You are capable of being the hands and feet of Jesus 

and knowing this will change the way you treat people and the way you love people. You will never be the same and 

it will be the best thing! 

 

 



BLESS THE CHILDREN MINISTRIES 

UGANDA MISSION TRIP APPLICATION 
 

Everyone who desires to intern with BTCM must fill out the entire application. Applications will be confidential 

and only seen and discussed by BTCM Intern leadership.  Please include a black and white copy of your 

passport. Please print clearly.  
 

Name (as it appears on your passport): _______________________________________Birthday:________________ 

  

Passport #: _____________________   Passport Expiration:______________ Cell Phone______________________  

 

We will purchase extra insurance, please name a beneficiary for that insurance:______________________________ 

  

E-mail Address: __________________________________________________________  

 
 

Please answer the following questions fully.  We would love as detailed information as possible, so please feel free to 

use additional paper if you need to. 

 

 

How long have you had a personal relationship with Jesus? How did you come to have a personal relationship with 

Christ? How have you been growing in your relationship with Christ lately?  What have been some areas of 

challenge?   

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Have you ever been on a mission trip before or done any kind of missions work?  If so, please tell us about it. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why do you want to intern with Bless The Children Ministries? 

  

  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

                



What talents, spiritual gifts, and experience do you possess that would be beneficial for this internship? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What experience do you have working with at-risk, abused, and vulnerable children or teenagers?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List at least one strength and tell us why you think this will be beneficial during your time in Uganda. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

List at least one weakness that you see in yourself and tell us how you think being and intern could help you grow in 

this area. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please provide three reference persons (complete with email and telephone number) who are not related to you and 

whom we can contact to obtain a personal character reference.  One reference is to be a pastor and/or youth pastor. 

Please let your references know they will be contacted by BTCM Intern Leadership.  

 

Pastoral Reference:  

Name:___________________________________________ Relation:_____________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ Phone:____________________________ 

Non-family Reference:  

Name:___________________________________________ Relation:_____________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ Phone:____________________________ 

Non-family Reference:  

Name:___________________________________________ Relation:_____________________________________ 

Email:_______________________________________________________ Phone:____________________________ 



 

Legal and Lifestyle Concerns 

 

In caring for orphans and vulnerable children, we believe it is our responsibility to seek adults that are able to provide 

healthy, safe, and nurturing relationship. Please answer the following questions honestly. Any special concerns can be 

discussed individually with BTCM leadership.  

 

 Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any felony?     ___Yes  ___No    If yes, please describe: 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you ever been convicted of or pleaded guilty to any misdemeanor involving violence or sexual misconduct?     

___Yes  ___No   If yes, please describe: 

 

 

 

 

 

Do you use illegal drugs or do you use any prescription drug other than as prescribed to you? 

___Yes  ___No   If yes, please describe: 

 

 

 

 

*Answering the next two questions is optional, however, we have learned it is very important for our leadership to 

know this info as working closely with abused and neglected children often can trigger past experiences.  If we can 

know and understand your journey with these struggles, we are better prepared to support you. If you are currently 

struggling with these issues, we do ask for a release from a counselor in order that this will be a healthy experience 

for you. This information will remain confidential with BTCM Intern Leadership.  

 

Have you in the past or currently struggled with an eating disorder or self-harm?  If so, please explain and include 

treatment/help you have received.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have you in the past or currently been physically, emotionally, mentally or sexually abused or neglected? If so, please 

explain and include treatment/help you have received.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



MEDICAL INFORMATION 

 

Participant’s Name _______________________________________ Age ______Birthday _____/_____/______ Gender:  M or F 

Address ___________________________________________________________________  

City __________________________________ State ____ Zip _______________  

Insurance Company:  ____________________________________________Policy # __________________________________ 

Carrier’s Address: ______________________________________________________ Phone # __________________________ 

In case of an emergency contact—parent/spouse or immediate family member: 

Name _________________________________________________________ Day Phone # (_____)_____________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________  PM Phone # (_____)____________________ 

City _____________________________________________ State or Province _________________ Zip Code __________ 

In case of emergency contact—other than parent or spouse & someone NOT on Uganda missions: 

Name _________________________________________________________ Day Phone # (_____)_____________________ 

Address _______________________________________________________  PM Phone # (_____)____________________ 

City _____________________________________________ State or Province _________________ Zip Code __________ 

 

Immunizations: (They must be up to date to attend the trip.) 

   UP TO DATE?  

   Yes No Type     

___ ___ Mumps/Measles/Rubella   

___ ___ Diphtheria/Pertussis/Tetanus  

___ ___ Hepatitis A & B     

___ ___ Tetanus     

___ ___ Yellow Fever (required)   If no, do you agree to receive this shot before departure?_______ 

___ ___ Typhoid (required) If no, do you agree to receive this shot before departure?_______   

___ ___ Polio (required)  If no, do you agree to receive this shot before departure?_______ 

 

Are you allergic to any medications or foods? If yes, please list: 

 

 

 

Are you physically and emotionally able to tolerate travel outside the United States, including long airplane flights and 

automobile travel over unmaintained roads?   If no, explain.   

 

 

 

Do you have any major stomach issues? Often interns struggle with stomach issues on the field, you need to be prepared for this. 

 

 

 

 

Do you have any physical or emotional condition which would impair or limit your ability to travel and stay in an unfamiliar 

foreign environment?  If yes, explain. 

 

 

 

 

Please described any other physical or emotional conditions or limitations which you feel that we should be aware of:  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Participant’s signature ________________________________________________________________ Date___________ 

 



BTCM Statement of Faith 

 
1) About God:  

We believe in the unity and trinity of the Godhead. God is the creator and ruler of the universe and is sovereign in all 

things. Scripture references include Genesis 1:1,26-27, 3:22; Psalm 90:2; Matthew 28:19; 1 Peter 1:2; 2 Corinthians 

13:14 

 

2) About Jesus Christ:  

Jesus Christ is God's only begotten Son, the sole Mediator. We further believe in His pre-existence, His incarnation, 

His virgin birth, His sinless life, His substitutionary atonement, His bodily resurrection from the grave, His personal, 

visible return from heaven. Scripture references include Matthew 1:22-23; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-5; 14:10-30; Hebrews 

4:14-15; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4; Romans 1:3-4; Acts 1:9-11; 1 Timothy 6:14-15; Titus 2:13 

 

3) About The Holy Spirit: 

The Holy Spirit is co-equal with the Father and the Son of God. He is present in the world to make men aware of their 

need for Jesus Christ. He also lives in every Christian from the moment of salvation. He provides the Christian with 

power for living and ministry, understanding of spiritual truth, and guidance in doing what is right. He gives every 

believer spiritual gifts when they are saved. As Christians, we seek to live under His control daily. Scripture 

references include 2 Corinthians 3:17; John 16:7-13, 14:16-17; Acts 1:8; 1 Corinthians 2:12, 3:16; Ephesians 1:13; 

Galatians 5:25; Ephesians 5:18; I Corinthians 12:4-13 

 

4) About The Bible: 

The Bible is the inspired Word of God, His full written revelation, and our only rule of faith and practice. Because it 

is inspired by God, it is the truth without any mixture of error. Scripture references include 2 Timothy 3:16; 2 Peter 

1:20-21; 2 Timothy 1:13; Psalm 119:105-160, 12:6; Proverbs 30:5 

 

5) About People: 

People are created in the image of God, and all have sinned in Adam; they are now sinners by nature and by choice. 

Scripture references include Genesis 1:27; Psalm 8:3-6; Isaiah 53:6a; Romans 3:23; Isaiah 59:1-2 

 

6) About Salvation: 

Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus Christ apart from human merit, works or ceremonies. Those who are in 

Christ are kept by God's power and persevere within that power. It is the grace and keeping power of God that gives 

us this security. Scripture references include Romans 6:23; Ephesians 2:8-9; John 14:6, 1:12; Titus 3:5; Galatians 

3:26; Romans 5:1 

 

7) About The Church: 

The Church is the spiritual Body of Christ. He is the Head and His body is twofold in nature: universal and local. The 

ordinances of the local church are two in number: baptism-the immersion of the believer in water following salvation; 

and the Lord's Supper-a memorial of the atoning death of Christ until He comes. Scripture references include John 

3:16; John 14:17; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:17-18; Revelation 20:15; 1 Corinthians 2:7-9 

 

I hereby declare everything on this application is true. I will abide by the Texting and Media 

Policy attached. I will serve and teach in agreement with the Bless the Children Ministries 

Statement of Faith.  

 

_______________________________________________      _________________________ 

Participants Signature           Date 

 



CONSENT FOR MEDICAL TREATMENT; 

RELEASE AND HOLD-HARMLESS FOR TRAVEL 
 

WHEREAS, I ______________________________, wish to be a BTCM Intern which will be traveling to and staying in the 

villages of Western Uganda and WHEREAS, certain circumstances and situations may occur resulting in my need for 

medical/dental care and treatment, and further resulting in my inability to personally give consent for such care and treatment; 

THEREFORE, 

 

In consideration of permission for myself to participate in said mission. I ______________________, being of legal age, 

authorize Bless the Children Ministries, Inc. (“BTCM”) or any agent of BTCM, to act in my behalf should I be unable to do so 

and to consent to reasonable medical/dental care and treatment, including but not limited to diagnostic tests, x-ray 

examination, anesthesia, surgery, or other procedures which may be deemed necessary for my medical well-being for the 

duration of the mission. 

 

This consent is given in advance of any specific diagnosis, treatment, surgery, or hospital care required, but is given to  

provide authorization and specific consent for medical/dental treatment and care in my behalf. 

 

Any consent by a representative of BTCM shall have the same force and effect as if I had personally given the consent. 

 

I also release and agree to hold BTCM and its board, directors, officers, and agents harmless from all liability resulting 

directly or indirectly from my participation in the trip, including but not limited to liability for harm to me and my personal 

property resulting from the negligence of BTCM or any of its board, directors, officers, or agents or from illness, disease, civil 

unrest, war, terrorism or transportation accident or failure.  I, personally assume all risks and liabilities in connection with my 

participation during the internship and agree to indemnify BTCM and its board, directors, officers, and agents against any 

liability which might be assessed against them as a direct or indirect result of my participation. 

 
 

 

 

 

  

______________________________________________  _______________________ 

Participant’s signature        Date 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
State of ______________) ss. 

County of _____________. 

Before me, the undersigned, a Notary Public in and for said county and state on ______________________ personally 
appeared the identical person who executed the within and foregoing instrument, and acknowledged to me that he/she 

executed the same as his/her free and voluntary act and deed, for the uses and purposes therein set forth.  Given under my hand 
and seal of office the day and year above written. 

 

__________________________________________________ 
 
My commission expires: ____/____/____   Notary Public 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BTCM Intern 
Texting and Media Policies 

 
Texting and Communication Policy 
In order to be unplugged and connected as much as possible to your BTCM intern experience texting and internet will be 
limited.  This is a very important component of the internship.  Ugandans do not live in a world or texting and internet, and it is 
our desire interns truly experience this world. Interns will not be allowed to have an unlimited texting package on their phone 
and will be asked to have phones on “airplane” mode except for during approved communication times which will be decided 
by BTCM Intern Leadership.  An emergency number will be given to family members to contact in case of emergency need to 
contact an intern.  A group parent update text will be sent 2-3 times a week by BTCM Intern Leadership.  Internet access will 
only be available during a set times 2-3 times a week.  
 
Wise and Honoring Representations of Children in Media 

Whether child or adult, a person’s physical image and story represent them. These representations are part of who they 
are. So photos, film, social media posts, and stories of any person should be created and shared only in ways that respect their 
wishes and affirm their dignity as beings made in the image of God. When it comes to children, wise use of images is also an act 
of child protection – honoring each child’s dignity and guarding them from voyeurism and exploitation.  “All things are lawful, 
but not all things build up.” – I Corinthians 10:23b 

Some of the most important considerations regarding photography, film and stories aren’t necessarily “right or wrong” 
decisions.  They often require discernment between “acceptable,” “better” and “best.”  The following question are offered for 
personal reflection and thoughtful discussion with others who aim to do the very best for children in every situation. 

Consent: All posts involving BTCM during your internship need to be approved by BTCM Intern Leadership prior to 
posting in order that our mission and vision are consistently conveyed. If you are posting about a child or 18 years or a staff 
member that person also must approve.  
 
Thoughts/questions for consideration: 

• Keep it pure.   

• Altered experience.  Consider how taking photos/videos subtly alters the time we have with another person.  We are 
less able to experience a moment together (now), when we are capturing that moment (for later use).  What might be 
lost in this trade? 

• Being photographed.  Consider how being photographed by a stranger might feel.  How might that become a barrier to 
a fuller relationship?  How might the experience of being frequently photographed by visitors impact a child over time?  

• Your children.  In what situations would you be comfortable with strangers taking images of your child or sharing your 
child’s stories?  How would you want them to be represented?  

• Motives.  What motivates you to share an image or story? Is it necessary to show a child’s image to accomplish this 
purpose, or could it be done in another way? 

• Unspoken messages.  If you were from the child’s region/country or culture, would you have concerns about what the 
images/story might imply about your country or culture?  Are the images/stories playing into classic stereotypes that 
omit or distort a fuller story?   

• Who benefits?  Will it benefit the children for you to share their story?  What might the positive and negative 
consequences be for them? 

• Audience.  Remember sponsors and donors will be seeing everything posted and they don’t know the whole story. 
How will this teach them?  What is the purpose?  What is the plan for follow-up?  Always make sure children are 
appropriately clothed and that their pose/ position carries no hint of sexual suggestiveness.  Example: We know its 
culturally and children love wearing their play clothes that may not fit, look dirty, or have holes and not wearing shoes, 
but sponsors expect “American” looking care and can be confused by their sponsor child not “looking” cared for.  

• De-identify.  Don’t use the child’s name or only use first name when possible.  

• Convey human dignity.  Above all, present every child as a person, not merely an emblem of need or object of 
compassion.  Seek to reveal a child’s gifts – strength, beauty, hope, competence – alongside their needs. 

 
* Some content borrowed from Christian Alliance for Orphans website.  

 

 

 


